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‘Wishing all our parishioners a very happy, blessed and safe Easter.
‘We look forward to a time when we can celebrate Mass with all of you.
Fr Giovani and the Parish Team.

EASTER SERVICES
Easter services will be live streamed via our Parish Facebook Page at the following times:

Holy Thursday Mass - 7.00pm.
Good Friday - Stations of the Cross - 10.00am; Passion of the Lord - 3.00pm.

Easter Vigil - Saturday 7.00pm; Easter Sunday Mass - 10.00am

Please follow this link to watch:
https://www.facebook.com/SacredHeartLuddenhamWarragamba/

EASTER SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION

Today we begin the Easter Season, our 50-day meditation on the mystery of Christ's Resurrection. Our
Gospel today tells us about the disciples' discovery of the empty tomb. It concludes by telling us that they
did not yet understand that Jesus had risen from the dead. Thus, the details provided are not necessarily
meant to offer proof of the Resurrection. The details invite us to reflect upon a most amazing gift, that is
faith in Jesus and his Resurrection.

Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' empty tomb was first discovered by women. This is notable
because in first-century Jewish society women could not serve as legal witnesses. In the case of John's
Gospel, the only woman attending the tomb is Mary of Magdala. Unlike the Synoptic accounts, John's
Gospel does not describe an appearance of angels at the tomb. Instead, Mary is simply said to have
observed that the stone that had sealed the tomb had been moved, and she runs to alert Simon Peter and the
beloved disciple. Her statement to them is telling. She assumes that Jesus' body has been removed, perhaps
stolen. She does not consider that Jesus has been raised from the dead.

Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to the tomb, presumably to verify Mary's report. The beloved
disciple arrives first but does not enter the tomb until after Simon Peter. This detail paints a vivid picture, as
does the detail provided about the burial cloths. Some scholars believe that the presence of the burial cloths
in the tomb offers evidence to the listener that Jesus' body had not been stolen (it is understood that grave
robbers would have taken the burial cloths together with the body).

The Gospel passage concludes, however, that even having seen the empty tomb and the burial cloths, the
disciples do not yet understand about the Resurrection. In the passage that follows, Mary of Magdala meets
Jesus but mistakes him for the gardener. In the weeks ahead, the Gospel readings from our liturgy will show
us how the disciples came to believe in Jesus' Resurrection through his appearances to them. Our Easter
faith is based on their witness to both the empty tomb and their continuing relationship with Jesus—in his
appearances and in his gift of the Holy Spirit.
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:0: Easter is a time to stop — and to pay attention to the things that are especially important in our lives: :0:

el our loved ones, our family and friends - and our loving God who holds us in existence, 8!
::: ‘in the palm of his hand’. :.:
:Q: When Easter is over, an excellent way to grow in faith and to develop one’s relationship with God :.:
9 is to be part of our community as we celebrate the Eucharist on Sundays. ,2‘
»:1 You will be most welcome! »‘1
Pal Pal
& If you would like to speak with Fr Giovani or a member of the parish team, please call 4773 4321. &
(2 (2
0 We would love to hear from you! O
S %
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% Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary

, during the Coronavirus Pandemic

% O MarY7 So
You always shine on our path as a

° sign of salvation and of hope. b

. We entrust ourselves to you, Health
I of the Sick, who at the cross took
I part in Jesus’ pain,

5 keeping your faith firm.
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°

s You know what we need, and we
are sure you will provide so that as
H in Cana of Galilee, we may return
<  to joy and to feasting after this time
of trial.

°

°

°

°

, Help us, Mother of Diving Love,

I to conform to the will of the Father
0 and to do as we are told by Jesus,
. who has taken upon himself our
' sufferings and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,

@ to the joy of the resurrection. %

°
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®© Amen. &%
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Please note that Catholics in the Diocese of
Parramatta are dispensed from their Sunday Mass

obligations until further notice. Church buildings
are closed and Masses (both indoors and
outdoors) are to cease.

PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES
If you have a Project Compassion Box, or you would
like fo make a donation, please contact Caritas
directly on 1800 024 413 or visit
https://lent.caritas.org.au/
Alternatively, you can hold onto your donation box
until after Easter, and we will advise you regarding
returning them.

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Recently Deceased: Charlie Borg, Domenica

Rossetto.

Sick: Jessie Zammit, Cathy Inzitari, Lauren White, John
Wood, Elia Muscat, Diane Hill, Michelle Stait.
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A PRAYER DURING TIMES OF
COVID-19

In this time of Covid-19, we pray:

When we are uncertain,
O God help us be calm;

When information comes from all sides,
correct or not, help us to discern;
When fear makes it hard to breathe,
and anxiety is the order of the day,
slow us down, O Lord.

Help us reach out with our hearts,
when we cannot touch with our hands
and hugs;

Help us to be connected, when we have
to be socially distant;

Help us to love as perfectly as we can,
knowing that ‘perfect love casts out all
fear’.

For the doctors, we pray;
for the nurses, we pray.
For the technicians and janitors and
the aides and caregivers, we pray.

For the researchers and theorists,
The epidemiologists and investigators,
For those who are sick,

And those who are grieving, we pray.

For all who are affected,
All around the world ... we pray
For safety,
For health,
For wholeness.

May we feed the hungry, may we give
drink to the thirsty,
May we clothe the naked and house
those without homes;
May we walk with those who feel they
are alone,
And may we do all that we can do
to heal the sick ... in spite of the
epidemic, in spite of the fear.

Help us, O Lord, that we might help
each other,

In the love of the divine Creator,
In the name of the spiritual Healer,
That is in all and with all,

We pray.

AMEN.
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https://lent.caritas.org.au/

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR BULLETIN SPONSORS

Connections Counselling
Building Bridges
Colleen Nicholas, Dip.Couns. MACA
Art Therapist
Psychotherapist
Counsellor
Phone: 0414 935 362

colleen.connectionscounselling@gmail.com
www.connectionscounselling.net.au

Advertise your business here.

Contact the Parish Olffice
4773 4321

PRUDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
Nick Gauci LREA
Director

P 02 4624 4400

M 0421 639 638

D 02 4624 4402

E nick.gauci@prudential.com.au
5 Somerset Avenue, Narellan NSW 2567

prudential.com.au

VRM ELECTRICAL

Lic. Electrical contractor

All types of electrical installations
All electrical repairs and maintenance

0418 490 903

Matthew Gauci Lic. Ne 221910C

@o\re ‘Priuiiny

Weddings Funerals/Memorials

* Ceremony Booklets = Ceremony Booklets

= Invitations = Memorial Booklets

=  RSVP Cards =  Memorial Cards

= Menus *  Memorial Bookmarks

®=  Place Cards * Powerpoint Presentations

Invitations, Souvenir Cards & Candles for Any Special Occasion

JaNeT Borc T:0433 091 788
jntbrg@yahoo.com.au

Bateman Battersby

LAWYERS
Ph: 02 4731 5899

« Property Law  « Family Law
« Business Law .« Negligence Law
« Wills & Estates . Court Appearances

www.batemanbattersby.com.au

enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au

Advertise your business here.

Contact the Parish Office

Psychology WORKS 4 ALL
Linda Cassell (maps)

Your local psychologist providing
a service to the children,
adolescents and adults of

Advertise your business here.

4773 4321 S+ Lot Contact the Parish Office
« Bringelly 4773 4321
Psychology 02 477330570421 507 191
WORKS Medicare and Health Fund Rebates
SW¥% NEPEAN VALLEY !
FUNERALS garthmoving

Traditional Care with Dignity & Respect

Tel: 4722 8222
Local family owned and

Advertise your business here.

- House & Shed Pads
- Land Clearing
- Rubbish Removal

operated. Contact the Parish Olffice - Driveways
24hrs / 7 days - Dam Construction or Cleaning
Sho4 : *I v 4773 4321 - Bulk Earthworks
*_ Catholic Cemeteries - General Detailed Excavations
2°6 Castlereagh St :’L LCimacis’ Phone Michael 0425 215 341
penrith ) .m Care,Compassion, Choice
LUDDENHAM

AZZ HAIR DESIGN

Specialist in all your hairdressing needs
Shop 34 Centro Nepean
122-144 Station St, Penrith
Inside Nepean Village
Federation Centres
Opening Hours: Mon & Fri 9-5.30;
Thurs 9-9; Sat 8.30-4; Sun 10-4.

Ph: 4731 4799

Excavations PTY LTD
ABN 99 151 336 533

Specialise in any area of excavations

Contact Jeremy Spiteri
Ph: 0401 480 174
Fax: 02 4773 2050
Email: luddenhamex@hotmail.com

Advertise your business here.

Contact the Parish Office
4773 4321




