29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 18 October 2026

SACRED HEART PARISH

St Francis Xavier Church, Grndale

LUDDENHAM-WARRAGAMBA

Parish Team

Parish Priest: Fr Shinto Francis
Deacon: Deacon Charles Abela
Parish Secretary: Bernadette Morton
Admin Assistant: Colleen Nicholas

Sacramental Coordinator: ~ Janet Borg

Parish office Hours
Tuesday-Friday 9.00am-3.00pm

Contact Us

02 4773 4321
luddenham-warragamba@parracatholic.org
www.warragambaparish.org.au

32 Willowdene Ave, Luddenham
PO Box 56, Luddenham NSW 2752

Parish Bargain Centre
16-18 Weir Road, Warragamba
Tuesday & Thursday 9.30am-3.00pm, Saturday 9.00am-12.00pm

Sunday Mass Times

Saturday 5.30pm - Holy Family Church, Luddenham (Vigil Mass)
Sunday 7.30am - Holy Family Church, Luddenham

Sunday 9.30am - Sacred Heart Church, Warragamba

Italian Mass

11.00am, 3" Sunday of the Month - Holy Family Church, Luddenham
Spanish Mass

7.30pm, 4" Saturday of the Month - Holy Family Church, Luddenham

Weekday Mass Times

Wednesday 9.00am - Sacred Heart Church, Warragamba
Thursday 7.00am - St Mary’s Church, Mulgoa

Friday 9.30am - Holy Family Church, Luddenham

(Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 8.30am)

Saturday 9.00am - Holy Family Church, Luddenham

(3 Saturday of the Month - St Francis Xavier Church, Greendale)

Reconciliation Saturday after 9.0oam Mass & 4.45pm
Baptisms & Marriage Contact the Parish Office
Holy Family Primary School

Principal Ms Donna McFadzean
Assistant Principal Ms Belinda Geelan
Contact Number 02 4773 7100
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Recently Deceased:
Ronald Jones, Sr M.Louisa Brosch

Please Remember:
Chris Egan (1* ann), Kristina Micallef.

Sick:

Kevin, Monica Muscat, Doreen Vella,
Chris Hamilton, Joe Vella, Frank
Bewley, Rosemary Penza, Manuela
Santos, Oliver Franklin, Lyall Elliott,
Julie Curry, Matthew Khairy, Lynne
Clarke, Nicolas Mort, Dallas Sammut.

Note: During November, only the names
of those whose anniversaries occur
around November can be included in
the bulletin.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
During the month of November, we
traditionally pray for all our family
members, friends and all the Holy
Souls who have died. If you wish to
have people remembered in our Parish
Masses during November, there are
special envelopes for November
Masses on the table in the foyer.
Please write clearly the names of those
you wish to remember on the envelope
and place it with your donation in the
November Mass box in the foyer.
These names will be recorded in our
Book of Remembrance, which will be
displayed during the month of
November.
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
The Lord is king over all the earth, as we sing in today’s Psalm. Governments rise and
fall by His permission, with no authority but that given from above (see John 19:11;
Romans 13:1).
In effect, God says to every ruler what He tells King Cyrus in today’s First Reading: “I
have called you.. . . though you knew me not.”
The Lord raised up Cyrus to restore the Israelites from exile, and to rebuild Jerusalem
(see Ezra 1:1-4). Throughout salvation history, God has used foreign rulers for the
sake of His chosen people. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened to reveal God’s power (see
Romans 9:17).
The Roman occupation during Jesus’ time was, in a similar way, a judgment on
Israel’s unfaithfulness. Jesus’ famous words in today’s Gospel, “repay to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar,” are a pointed reminder of this. And they call us, too, to keep our
allegiances straight.
The Lord alone is our king. His kingdom is not of this world (see John 18:36) but it
begins here in His Church, which tells of His glory among all peoples. Citizens of
heaven (see Philippians 3:20), we are called to be a light to the world —working in
faith, laboring in love, and enduring in hope, as today’s Epistle counsels.
We owe the government a concern for the common good and obedience to laws—
unless they conflict with God’s commandments as interpreted by the Church (see
Acts §:29).
But we owe God everything. The coin bears Caesar’s image. But we bear God’s own
image (see Genesis 1:27). We owe Him our very lives—all our heart, mind, soul, and
strength, offered as a living sacrifice of love (see Romans 12:1-2).
We should pray for our leaders, that like Cyrus they do God’s will (see 1 Timothy 2:1—
2)—until from the rising of the sun to its setting all humanity knows that Jesus is Lord.
Dr Scott Hahn

ALL SOULS’ DAY MASSES

11am, Saturday 7" November

St Francis Xavier Church, Greendale
All are invited to attend in
remembrance of the departed
parishioners with special intention for
those who have been buried at
Greendale. You are welcome to stay
afterwards for a BYO picnic lunch.

7.00pm, Monday 2™ November
Holy Family Church, Luddenham
All are invited to this Mass in
remembrance of all our deceased
family and friends, with particular
attention to those who have passed away
from our parish in the past year.
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2026 LIFTED Live in the Forecourt

24 October
All are welcome to St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Parramatta on Saturday,
24 October for LIFTED Live in the
Forecourt 2026. Join hundreds of young as is necessary to work and care for the good of all."
people and families for a Youth Mass at By "authority" one means the quality by virtue of which persons or institutions make laws
6pm followed by festivities in the
forecourt. Encounter the variety of

talent and passion of Western Sydney

and Blue Mountains, with live

performances, inflatable games, small

businesses, adoration and more.
Register by visiting
parracatholic.org/lifted-live

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass:

15 November
Join us for the annual Diocesan

Wedding Anniversary Mass to be held
on Sunday 15 November at 2:30pm at

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta,
followed by afternoon tea. Those
celebrating a significant wedding
anniversary will receive a certificate. If who has made them stewards of his gifts: "Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human

you would like to attend, please register institution.... Live as free men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as
your full names, years married, and
numbers attending via
parracatholic.org/events/wedding-

anniversary-mass by 6 November.

This Week’s Gospel Themes in the Catechism of the Catholic Church

Participation in Social Life
1897 "Human society can be neither well-ordered nor prosperous unless it has some people
invested with legitimate authority to preserve its institutions and to devote themselves as far

and give rders to men and expect obedience from them.
1899 The authority required by the moral order derives from God: "Let every person be
subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those
that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore he who resists the authorities resists what
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.”
1900 The duty of obedience requires all to give due honor to authority and to treat those
who are charged to exercise it with respect, and, insofar as it is deserved, with gratitude and
good-will.
Pope St. Clement of Rome provides the Church's most ancient prayer for political
authorities: "Grant to them, Lord, health, peace, concord, and stability, so that they may
exercise without offense the sovereignty that you have given them. Master, heavenly King of
the ages, you give glory, honor, and power over the things of earth to the sons of men. Direct,
Lord, their counsel, following what is pleasing and acceptable in your sight, so that by
exercising with devotion and in peace and gentleness the power that you have given to them,
they may find favor with you."

Duties of Citizens
2238 Those subject to authority should regard those in authority as representatives of God,

servants of God." Their loyal collaboration includes the right, and at times the duty, to voice
their just criticisms of that which seems harmful to the dignity of persons and to the good of
the community.

2239 It is the duty of citizens to contribute along with the civil authorities to the good of
society in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity, and freedom. the love and service of one's
country follow from the duty of gratitude and belong to the order of charity. Submission to
legitimate authorities and service of the common good require citizens to fulfill their roles in
the life of the political community.

2240 Submission to authority and co-responsibility for the common good make it morally
obligatory to pay taxes, to exercise the right to vote, and to defend one's country: Pay to all of
them their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to
whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.

The Apostle exhorts us to offer prayers and thanksgiving for kings and all who exercise

il authority, "that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way."
17/18 OCTOBER 24/25 OCTOBER
MASS ROSTER — —
Vigil 7.30am 9.30am Vigil 7.30am 9.30am
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First Reading Isaiah 45:1. 4-6
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom he has
taken by his right hand to subdue nations before him and
strip the loins of kings, to force

gateways before him that their gates be closed no more:
‘It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, of Israel my chosen
one, that | have called you by your name, conferring a title
though you do not know me.

| am the Lord, unrivalled; there is no other God besides
me. Though you do not know me, | arm you that men may
know from the rising to the setting of the sun that, apart
from me, all is nothing.’

Responsorial Psalm
R. Give the Lord glory and honour.

O sing a new song to the Lord,

sing to the Lord all the earth.

Tell among the nations his glory

and his wonders among all the peoples. R.

The Lord is great and worthy of praise,

to be feared above all gods;

the gods of the heathens are naught.

It was the Lord who made the heavens. R.

Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
give the Lord glory and power,

give the Lord the glory of his name.
Bring an offering and enter his courts. R.

Worship the Lord in his temple.

O earth, tremble before him.

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
He will judge the peoples in fairness. R.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in
Thessalonika which is in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace from God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for
you all, and constantly remember before God our Father
how you have shown your faith in action, worked for love
and persevered through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ.
We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have
been chosen, because when we brought the Good News
to you, it came to you not only as words, but as power and
as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Shine on the world like bright stars;
you are offering it the word of life.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 22:15-21
The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to
trap Jesus in what he said. And they sent their disciples to
him, together with the Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know
that you are an honest man and teach the way of God in
an honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone,
because a man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us your
opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or
not?’ But Jesus was aware of their malice and replied, ‘You
hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see
the money you pay the tax with.” They handed him a
denarius, and he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’
‘Caesar’s’ they replied. He then said to them,

‘Very well, give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar —
and to God what belongs to God.’

Design the Catholic Outlook Magazine front cover for
Christmas 2026!

We’re inviting you to design the front cover of the
Catholic Outlook Magazine’s Christmas and Summer
2026 edition! People of all ages from across the
Diocese of Parramatta are welcome to submit their
artwork for consideration. Let’s make this Advent and
Christmas season a canvas of faith and joy — together.
Submit your entry by Friday 6 November 2026 — with a
short description of your artwork — via
parracatholic.org/artcomp
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